
December 2017 Newsletter 

 TBA  Studio outing, plein air to Karin Duval near Simonstown 

December Tuesday 5 

Year-end celebration- refreshments provided. Bring an artwork for our In house 
competition with PNA vouchers for 1st,2nd and 3rd place and kind evaluation by 
Jenny Merritt 

January   NO MEETING IN JANUARY 

February Tuesday 6 AGM and fun group quiz 

 Saturday 24 Donna McKellar workshop Acrylic landscape, Portuguese Hall, Rugby 9am-2pm 

March Tuesday 6 Damian Osborne ‘Alla Prima’ portrait in oils from a live model 

Monthly Meeting: At Milnerton Bowls Club 1st Tuesday of every month excluding January, from 18h45 to start the 
demo/presentation promptly at 7pm. Members R10, Visitors R20 and students R10 entry. Tea & coffee & 
refreshments before we start. Thanks as always to our dedicated committee members and helpers. 
 
Two local preschools for the underprivileged, Melkbos Beach House Care Centre and Anna Beula Farm Kids- plein air 
outing planned here for early 2018, are receiving our annual donations of stationery and art products. Remember to 
bring your old art items that you no longer use, to our monthly meetings and pop them in our outreach box. Please 
like us on Facebook and check out our website http://blaauwbergartsociety.org/ which is updated by Lesley Milne 

regularly. Email Lesley with digital format of your artworks to be put into an album on 
our Facebook: lesleymilne@yahoo.com. Make use of our wonderful library. If you are 
interested in our beautiful logo embroidered onto a cap or a T-shirt contact Hanelie 
0845958949. R50 logo only- supply own T-shirt or cap. Cap with logo: R120, Golf T-shirt 
with logo R200.  
Well done to 

our members who took the oportunity to 
exhibit at the SASA Art in the Park at 
Rondebosch Park on 25 November 2017, it 
is such a wonderful space to exhibit in with 
walkways between the trees, music and so 
many artists all displaying inspiring works.  
 
The committee request that any members 
who are prepared to help with the catering 
for 2018 (making sandwiches’- BASE refund cost of ingredients) please sms Gayle 0723755657. Maybe this task can 
be shared by a few.  
 
Workshop: Donna McKellar, the presenter at our November meeting, will be hosting an acrylic painting workshop on 
24 February at the Portuguese Hall in Rugby from 9am (set up from 8.30am) until 2pm. R350 with R50 booking 
deposit required- only 6 places left. Contact Dot in this regard, dpickett@netactive.co.za.   

 
Meeting 5 December:  We were blessed to have 4 of our Founding members present at this meeting: 
Jenny Merritt, Corralie Bradburn, Lynn Douglass (still a committee member) and Glenda Chambers.  
Please note that our annual subscription fees will remain the same for the third year in a row: please pay via 

EFT R180 to Blaauwberg Art Society at ABSA bank Table View, account no. 9238594101, 

please note that if you are paying cash into the bank a bank fee of R30 will be applicable. The annual fee 

includes membership to SANAVA (our 2nd year now) – after 3 years our members can apply to SANAVA to 

stay in Paris at their artist’s residence. If you plan to travel overseas, I suggest you go onto SANAVA’s 

website to apply for a museum card (much cheaper option if you plan to visit galleries and museums 

overseas) allow enough time for them to issue this and follow up with a call. Your 2018 membership card will 
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allow you to claim a 5% discount at Creative Atelier, 44 Oxford Street, Durbanville, 021 975 5373 

sonjafrenz@gmail.com. and a 10% discount from Deckle Edge, all branches, and the Italian Art Shop in Rondebosch 

and Artland in Claremont (attends most BASE meetings with canvasses and paints for sale) 

Well done to all our members who were brave enough to bring an artwork for our in-house competition and kind 
evaluation by Jenny Merritt. This is how we can all learn from each other.  
 
Thank you Jenny for your wise comments: some of them as follows;  
Buyers like to see brushstrokes as it helps them to imagine the artist standing in front of the easel constructing the 
work- the process can be understood.  
 
A great artwork tells a story or evokes an emotion or makes the viewer think.  
 
A bit of red added creates a lot of interest.  
 
When painting a figure be aware of the foreshortening- the closer the limb, the bigger is will be. With a portrait the 
eyes will most likely be the focal point as that is where you will look first. Always include a little of the background 
colours in the face and remember to have a strong light source thereby making the contrast between the lighter side 
of the face and the shadows greater. With darker shadows it will be easier to add in the background colour to the 
portrait. If you are working from life – place the sitter by a window to get the greatest light contrast.   
With boxed canvasses always paint the sides unless you plan to frame the work.  
 
Don’t become monotonous, during the painting process take time to walk away from your artwork, taking a photo 
helps you to see the mistakes as it shows a compressed view of the work, there are some amazing cell phone apps 
that can be used to play around with the photo of the artwork to give you new ideas and to show you what maybe 
needs some fixing.   
 
When painting a cat (Jenny’s favourite animal- she has many at home) capture the flow of the body shape with the 
head not too big and the hips solid at the base.  
 
With landscapes remember perspective- keep the viewer’s eye travelling around the painting, yet keep the eye 
contained within. Horizon lines and focal points work best on the one third rule- don’t make the focal point too 
much in the centre of the canvas. Always observe, observe, observe. Be aware of your light source- especially if you 
are not working from life and are using more than one photo as reference material. Be brave and make the darks 
darker and the lights lighter as too many mid tones mad an artwork boring. Also vary the shapes and sizes of the 
subject matter- go that one step further- be adventurous and think outside the box. Don’t get bogged down by 
painting too much detail, rather paint blocks of colour and focus on movement and mood and just do detail at the 
focal point.  

Congratulations to our winners: 1st place to Sandy Swanson “The Old Man” , 2nd place to Solly 
Gutman “Chalkie” and 3rd place to Marlene Deal “Forest Walk” and thank you to Lindy Du Toit for writing 
names on the certificates with her beautiful calligraphy skills.  
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Upcoming meeting 6 February 2018 AGM & power point synopsis of 2017 & fun quiz by Renee Morkel 
There will be 6 pack flute champagne glasses available to purchase at R30 per pack – purchased many 
years ago for one of our exhibit openings. Exhibitions are planned for March and September at our usual 
venue at Tableview Shopping Centre (TBA) but we welcome suggestions for other venues. 
 
6 March 2018: ‘Alla Prima’ oil portrait by Damian Osborne from a live model:   

Born in Cape Town, South Africa, in 1980, fine artist Damian Osborne grew 

up near the old Constantia Wine Estates which were established in the 

1680's. He loved drawing and painting from an early age, particularly birds 

and animals, and spent a lot of time outdoors as a child. Feeling a deep 

connection with the place he grew up in, Damian enjoyed painting 

landscapes from around the area where he lived. The Constantia Valley is a 

very beautiful pocket behind Table Mountain, rich in heritage, flora and 

world-famous wines. His oil paintings are usually done en pleine aire. Nudes 

and figurative paintings are also usually done from life. Damian produces 

many charcoal, pen and graphite drawings. Still-life, birds and animals are 

also some of his favourite themes. 

He is greatly inspired by a plethora of different artists from different 

periods. Damian thinks of his style as a kind of combination of Old Dutch 

landscape painting, with a bit of impressionistic dabbling. 

His work has sold internationally through private sales and through select 

outlets. 

 

Of Interest:  
International Watercolor Society South Africa:  Attention all South African artists working in 
watermedia! Message from -Christopher Reid: As the co-representative for South Africa in 
the International Watercolor Society, I am pleased to announce that we are planning a big 
watermedia exhibition for March 2018 in the Western Cape and one in Gauteng for 
October 2018. This will be building up to an International competition/exhibition in 2019. 
These exhibitions will be open to all artists living in South Africa who work in a water-based 
medium. Yes, this includes watercolor, ink, acrylic, gouache, casein, etc. Entrants must be members of the IWSSA, 
but it is free to join right now. Just send a direct message 
to www.facebook.com/internationalwatercolorsocietysouthafrica/ with your name, email address, and phone 
number. We will email you with the details of the exhibition in the next few weeks. If you had previously signed up 
as a member of the IWSSA, you will need to send us your information again. The previous system no longer works 
and we are restarting our system. We apologize for the inconvenience. Exciting changes are on the way and we are 
going to really get things going in 2018. 
 
Various exhibitions happening in Dec in and around Cape Town   
http://www.art.co.za/galleries/cape-town-running.php 
Various workshops and classes :   
http://www.capetownmagazine.com/arts-culture/art-classes-in-cape-town/104_22_18230 
 

We encourage any of our members who teach art to stand up at our monthly meetings and introduce yourself –  

your name, area where you offer lessons and which medium, as we have many enquiries from potential students 

and this will allow them to approach you after the meeting for more details 

Drawing and Watercolour Course with Inge Semple “Watercolour 

is a fascinating, sophisticated and versatile medium.”-Marion 

Langton. It is also the ideal plein air and travel medium. Places 

Monday evenings / Tuesday mornings 6 month course Beginners/ 

Intermediates/Advanced Starts the week of 22 January-19 June 

2018 New course material, studio visits and plein air opportunities 

included. Life drawing, landscape; still life and semi-abstract work 

Newlands Contact Inge Semple on 072 597 5375 or 

inge.semple@gmail.com 
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