
October 2017 Newsletter 

October Tuesday 3 
Monthly meeting – Skye from Italian Art Shop presentation of new products 
available on the market 

November Tuesday  7 
Donna McKellar slide show presentation of her painting thought process and 
techniques 

 TBA  Studio outing, plein air to Karin Duval near Simonstown 

December Tuesday 5 Year end celebration. In house competition and evaluation by Jenny Merritt 

January   NO MEETING IN JANUARY 

February Tuesday 6 AGM  

Monthly Meeting: At Milnerton Bowls Club 1st Tuesday of every month excluding January, from 18h45 to start the 
demo/presentation promptly at 7pm. Members R10, Visitors R20 and students R10 entry. Tea & coffee & 
refreshments before we start. Thanks as always to our dedicated committee members and helpers. 
 
Sadly we have had to say goodbye to Jenny Nothard's 
one of BASE’s who has passed away. She was one of 
the founder members of BASE from 2009.  She was 
the Secretary on Committee for 2/3 years and also 
wrote the newsletter. She was also a good artist and 
exhibited at the Cape Gallery regularly.  Educated at 
Rhenish, Stellenbosch.  The past few years she had 
retired back in Stellenbosch. Our condolences and 
thoughts to her family and friends.  
 
Two local preschools for the underprivileged, 
Melkbos Beach House Care Centre and Anna Beula 
Farm Kids, are receiving our annual donations of 

stationery and art products. Remember to bring your 
old art items that you no longer use, to our monthly 
meetings and pop them in our outreach box. Thanks to 
those who have done so already. These are distributed 
to needy organisations and individuals to help 
encourage those budding artists without the tools of 
the trade, to achieve their artistic potential. 
Please like us on Facebook and check out our website 
http://blaauwbergartsociety.org/ which is updated by 
Lesley Milne regularly.  
Make use of our wonderful library, manned by Vera Van 
Der Molen, for interesting books, magazines and DVD’s. 
(2 new purchased from Skye at our October meeting)  
Thank you Renee Morkel for helping Vera and for those 
that helped wash dishes after. I love the warm 
welcoming 
atmosphere our 

meetings have. Keep encouraging visitors to attend and be inspired to learn from 
each other. If you are interested in our beautiful new logo embroidered onto a cap 
or a T-shirt contact Hanelie 0845958949. R50 logo only- supply own T-shirt or cap. 
Cap with logo: R120, Golf T-shirt with logo R200.  
  

http://blaauwbergartsociety.org/


Our last workshop was with Sonja Frenz  on 

the 16th of September at the Portuguese Club 

was well attended. We painted a still life of a copper pot in oils. Sonja explained how to work out perspective and 

composition and also re-instated the importance of placing our paint colours in the same places on your palette to 

allow for easier colour mixing. 

BASE has once again been invited to take part in the SASA Art in the Park at Rondebosch Park on 25 November 
2017.  This is an all day event and you have to have your own stands, easels, tables, chairs etc.  It is from 8am to 
4.30pm usually, just to give you an idea.  Details will follow.  If you are interest please book your stand directly with 
Glenda Chambers at president@sasa-artits.co.za  and advise that you are from Blaauwberg Art Society and give your 
no.  Once confirmed you can then pay R100 to their bank account  SASA Nedbank Constantia branch 198765 account 
number 1088006981 - please use your name and the initials ‘AIP’ with your 
payment. DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY  

Monthly Meeting: : 3 October: Skye from Italian Art Shop presentation of 
new art products on the market-  and Linda Austin and Greg Dunbar from 
Artland talked about their canvases are manufactured.  
 
Linda and Greg of Artland are present at most of our meetings with 

canvasses for sale, and they take orders in advance and can be contacted on 

021-671 6001 or linda@artland.co.za. All their canvasses are specifically 

made to order. Check out their website https://www.artland.co.za/ or visit at 

Shop 1, Heritage House, 20 Dreyer Street, Claremont, Hours of Trade - Monday 

to Friday we open from 9am and close anytime around 6-ish or even 7-

ish.  Saturdays the Gallery is open from 10am through to 1pm.  Let them 

know if you will be a bit later and they can wait for you. On Saturdays you 

can find FREE parking downstairs in Heritage House when shopping at Artland. 

There are many options but the most common are adjustable frames with stretch wedges or standard set frames. 
There are many different canvas materials available: cotton duck fine or thick weave, B1 French Linen (when oil 
primed has less absorbency), Italian Cotton at entry level and also a very fine, but strong universally primed (means 
can be used for oils or acrylics). HD7 is a courser medium weave and very affordable. The biggest stretched canvas 
that can be made is 2.8 x 3m. See above photo of an order for Michaelis for some very large stretched canvases. The 
wood for the frame is Spruce imported from Europe and comes already planed and can be cut to create a canvas  

frame depth from 28mm to 60mm. Three layers of Schubart primer is applied 
and sanded down between each layer.   
Skye Kennedy – a fountain of information- is contactable on 021-685 1877 or 
visit The Italian Artshop at Riverside Mall (Ground Floor) Cnr Main & Belmont 
Road, Rondebosch or email info@italianartshop.co.za. Go to their online shop 
on the website www.italianartshop.co.za/ to place orders. The shop 
specialises in new/different fine art products only – no craft products. Skye 
and her assistants honed knowledge sets them apart. Some of the products I 
haven’t seen elsewhere at such affordable prices were: ceramic mixing tray for 
watercolours, a lay flat 300gram sketch book A5 R195+ A4 R235. Artists quality 
watercolour paper and paint, and stretched canvases from Italy. Natural sea 
sponges from Greece. Some unusual colours in water colour paint were Daniel 
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Smith ‘Moon Glow’ and a neutral tint that will give you a shadow version of which 
ever colour you add it to. Some of the colours even contain genuine pigments from 
semi-precious stones.  
 
There are a wide range of natural fibre brushes such as Kolinsky Sable Hair which will 
last a lifetime and always keep its point, and Squirrel hair mop brushes which can 
hold more water than most mop brushes. Natural haired brushes are going to 
become more expensive and not readily available in the future and so there has been 
a lot of research and development in creating new synthetic ranges such as the 
Raphael Precision range which Skye brought with her which is at the moment about 
4 times cheaper than the natural haired equivalent. 
 
BASE buys most of the DVD’s you can loan from our library from The Italian Artshop, 
Skye specifically recommends the Hazel Soan DVD’s as she shows little bits of 
techniques in painting specific subjects.  Rosemary&Co are top brush makers whose 

classic range of mostly hog hair with a little synthetic hair added, hold a lot of paint which can be released onto the 
canvas in one brush stroke.  
 
When it comes to oil paint, Skye recommends Maimeri Classico which is the best student range as it has no filler and 
very concentrated pigment, She also stocks many artists ranges which each have their special characteristics; 
Sennelier –French impressionistic colours, Michael Harding paints from the UK best quality and value for money. A 
fact that is important to remember about oil paint is that it needs to breath, as it dries with oxidation, so never apply 
Liquin as a varnish as it will cause your painting to crack over time. Skye has a number of oil mediums to mix with oil 
paint depending on the results you wish to achieve- some enhance the colours and others act as a thickener and self-
levelling agent.  
 
Acrylic paint ranges from Acrilico good quality student brand, and Sennelier Abstract range from France which comes 
in a new bag like tube with a nozzle 120ml for R112- different attachments can be fitted to the nozzle to create 
different effects. She also has a pouring medium which contains silicone that can be added to acrylic paint to give it a 
consistency best for creating poured and blended paint effects which can be an artwork on its own or used as a 
background texture. They also have gold and silver leaf, genuine and artificial in different sizes.  
 
What I found particularly interesting was the process Skye explained where a water colour is varnished so that it 
doesn’t have to be framed under glass. First an acrylic (water based) medium is applied to the back paper of the 
water colour painting and this is attached to a stretched canvas or a board. This will act as a glue to attach it to your 
canvas or board and also seal the back of the artwork. Then a sprayable water based varnish is sprayed on top of 
your painting to fix the water colour and protect it from UV light and isolates it to allow you to apply a further one 
layer of gloss and two or three coats of water based matt varnish, allowing each layer to dry before applying the 
next,  without affecting the water colour painting (dissolving or smudging the water colour) Your water colour 
painting is now sealed front and back and Skye said that she tested the one she did as a sample by laying it in a bath 
of water and it was fine- totally sealed – no need to frame behind glass. She said that if attached to a stretched 
canvas in this way- it could be taken off the stretcher and rolled up and transported without damage as the water 
based medium and varnish has some flexibility. This is a better option for travel as glass is cumbersome and heavy. 
Also it looks more modern and fresh, but best of all is that the paper is protected from dust and smudging. 
 
Thank you Skye for sharing your knowledge with us and I am sure our members will visit you at 
your shop as there is so much more to learn about all the products available. Skye promises that 
if she doesn’t stock a particular product you need – she will do her utmost to source it at a 
reasonable price. Thanks for donating ml acrylic paints to the kids  they are too old to sell, but 
will be absolutely fine for children. 

 
Upcoming meeting7 November: Artist Donna McKellar will do a slide show presentation 
about the thought processes and techniques involved in creating an artwork. 
Exert from website: The world does not exist as simply as it appears, and for as long as there has 
been the opportunity for creative expression, artists have attempted to find ever more insightful 
and original ways to express their perception of the world. Donna McKellar, an artist in the most 
genuine terms, has made it her life’s work to portray the world not simply as she sees it, but as 



she feels it. Donna has previously described her artistic style as Romantic Realism, but a significant change in her life 
has pushed her to explore a more postmodern understanding of living, an understanding which emphasises the 
fragmented, and often distorted, nature of reality. In this line of thought, where there are different dimensions of 
truth and multiple layers of identity, traditional views on perception, understanding and knowledge are 
subverted. Donna Mckellar’s post modern work attempts to upset the idyllic images of reality that are depicted in 
her romantic realism expressions, and to draw attention to the complexity and paradoxical nature of existence. The 
new shift of thought has become strikingly evident in her stylistic technique: peaceful, painless and serene 
landscapes with perfect lighting have now evolved into fragmented, unsettling landscapes that evoke emotional 
unrest. Her realistic signature style is still evident in her work, but another dimension of meaning has been added, 
almost as if it has been superimposed onto sections of the work, which has resulted in a deep, and sometimes dark, 
but also playful expression of emotion. Adding these dimensions to her work has shed a new light – literally – onto 
the subject matter that Donna chooses for her art. Her paintings are, in essence, an adventure and an expression of 
her life experience, and Donna appreciates that her life, along with her understanding of it, is something that is 
constantly evolving – a subject that refuses to sit still for a portrait! 

 
5 December: In house competition and evaluation by Jenny Merritt, Social with eats provided by BASE  
 

Your 2017 membership card will allow you to claim a 5% discount at Creative Atelier, 44 Oxford 

Street, Durbanville, 021 975 5373 sonjafrenz@gmail.com. and a 10% discount from Deckle Edge, all 

branches, and the Italian Art Shop in Rondebosch and Artland in Claremont (attends most BASE meetings 

with canvasses for sale) 

We encourage any of our members who teach art to stand up at our monthly meetings and introduce yourself 

–  your name, area where you offer lessons and which medium, as we have many enquiries from potential 

students and 

this will allow 

them to 

approach you 

after the 

meeting for 

more details. 

See blocked 

adverts for 

information 

from some. 
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