
 

February 2018 Newsletter  

 

February Tuesday 6 AGM, fun group quiz hosted by Renee Morkel 

 Saturday 24 
Donna McKellar workshop: procedure & techniques step by step Acrylic 
landscape, Portuguese Hall, Rugby 9am to 2pm R350, booking deposit R50 

March Tuesday 6 

Damian Osborne ‘ Alla Prima’ portrait in oils from a live model, plus        

Art Challenge: “Blue, what is means to you.”*This is not a competition * 

Bring your drawing or painting relating to the challenge theme along to the meeting 

and let us all look at your beautiful artwork. We will take some pics of the work and 

post it on Facebook and the website (with your permission) Label Artist name+Title 

Rules of the challenge - NONE (except the usual - no copying other artists' work or 

photos unless you have written approval) 

 Sunday 18 Plein air outing 1pm De Waal Park plus free music concert from 3 to 6pm 

 Saturday 24 
SASA Art in Park at Rondebosch Park: secretary@sasa-artists.co.za 

April Tuesday 3 
Acrylic Pouring technique demonstration by Lynne Menge, plus Art 
Challenge- members to bring artwork, theme: “Fall in Love with Life” 

 Thursday 5 Set up Exhibit at Pick n Pay centre 5.30pm 

 Sunday 15 End of Exhibit- collect unsold work 

 Saturday 21 Plein air outing to Anna Beula farm near Morningstar 

May Tuesday 8 
Due to Public Holiday on 1st May- Meeting changed to 8th                   
Sculpture demonstration by Harry Johnson 

Welcome members, visitors. A special thank you to the committee members and those members who are always 

willing to help. Our society could not exist without your dedication and hard work. The meetings, exhibitions and all 

other events take a lot of organising so thank you for making it possible. According to our constitution, our 

objectives are to create an opportunity for artists in our area to network, and provide opportunities to improve the 

quality and standard of art. To facilitate exposure to other artists and create an environment conductive to 

discussion. To provide help to those beginning their journey in art and opportunities for exposure of the artist’s work 

by holding regular exhibitions. I do believe we have been more than successful in achieving these goals. The 

demonstrators we have organised this year have certainly demystified the process, thereby encouraging more artists 

to enrich their creative experience.  

Monthly Meeting: At Milnerton Bowls Club 1st Tuesday of every month excluding January and the May2018 meeting  
will be 2nd Tuesday), from 18h45 to start the demo/presentation promptly at 7pm. Members R10, Visitors R20 and 
students R10 entry. Tea & coffee & refreshments before we start.   The committee request that any members who 
are prepared to help with the catering for 2018 (making sandwiches’- BASE refunds cost of ingredients) please sms 
Gayle 0723755657. Maybe this task can be shared by a few. Thanks to Liz Jones who offered to make sandwiches for 
our February meeting and Jean Scott for the March meeting. Other catering tasks such as packing out cups, and 
washing dishes afterwards should also be shared. Thank you to those helpers who always do these tasks. 

 
AGM: 06 February 2018: President’s report:  During 2017 we were entertained with a 
variety of diverse demonstrators at our monthly meetings. During our 2017 AGM 
meeting we had a live model available to encourage our members to sketch. I read a 
funny quote the other day: “A line is just a dot that went for a walk” and it got me 
thinking. To stay physically healthy it is a good idea to take your dog for a walk every 
day, SO to stay creatively fit we should therefore take our DOT for a walk every day and 
practice our sketching!   

Please note that our annual subscription fees will remain the same for the third year in a row: please pay via EFT 

R180 to Blaauwberg Art Society at ABSA bank Table View, account no. 9238594101, please note that if you 
are paying cash into the bank a bank fee of R30 will be applicable. The annual fee includes membership to SANAVA 
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(our 2nd year now) – after 3 years our members can apply to SANAVA to stay 
in Paris at their artist’s residence. If you plan to travel overseas, I suggest you 
go onto SANAVA’s website to apply for a museum card (much cheaper option 
if you plan to visit galleries and museums overseas) allow enough time for 
them to issue this and follow up with a call.  
March 2017 meeting saw Lynne Menge demonstrating how to create an 

acrylic seascape with the focus on textures. This led to a workshop on 11th 

March exploring many interesting ways to use this method in conjunction 

with mixed media. Due to popular demand Lynn did a further two workshops 

during this time; 13th May and 12th August 

Yvonne Ankermann gave us an inspirational oil painting 

palette knife demonstration of flowers during our April 2017 

meeting. She made it look easy to create a vibrant, colourful, 

semi-abstract, thickly textured painting. 

The very accomplished portrait artist, Elize Bezuidenhoud 

demonstrated the process of doing a Monochromatic under 

painting for her highly realistic oil portraits during our May 

2017 meeting. She also hosted a workshop on the 22nd July 

where the participants could mine her wealth of knowledge 

and experience. 

During our June 2017 

meeting, artist Craig Paton 

Ash did a presentation titled:  

"Sketch it, Paint it" which was 

a brief pictorial overview of 

his work to give him some 

credibility, a step by step 

pictorial presentation of how he composes and completes a fairly 

complex water colour from start to finish inclusive of a picture of the 

subject matter and then the same with a sketch - picture of the scene 

and then stage by stage of how he builds up a quick 10-15 minute sketch interspersed 

with photographs of how the scene being sketched constantly changes.  

Our July 2017 meeting saw water colour 
artist, Evan Douglass demonstrating a very 
detailed carefully executed rendition of 
elephants, he applied a layer of wet paint to 
the foreground and then splattered it with 
drops of water to create a little texture. 
After drying this with a hairdryer he turned 
the painting upside down and using a rigger 
brush painted random lines of colour into a 
wet background which proceeded to bleed 

and spread and fade  ‘downwards’ – to create 
trees (Easy he says!) We thank Evan for especially encouraging those of us who also don’t 
have much ‘formal’ art training to be brave enough to call ourselves artists and with practice 
and passion and belief in ourselves to be the creative beings we all deserve to be.  
 

Di of Artsauce also attended our July meeting to inform us of their Sketchbook Project 
challenge:  where the artist draws on a concertina folded paper which has 15 little squares 
on each of the 2 sides making up a hanging artwork with a total of 30 drawings. Some of our 
members had these displayed in their shop window during October-November.  



We had a group demonstration during our August 2017 meeting. Sonja Frenz demonstrated painting in oils, Glenda 

Chambers interesting techniques using water colour and ink and mixed media and Mare Bruwer did acrylic paintings 

emphasising textures. Included was a Special General Meeting voting on constitutional changes allowing us to 

implement Internet Banking. 

Our September 2017 Monthly meeting 

saw an Interactive demonstration by 

Karin Davel a freehand one vanishing 

point perspective drawing; and also 

discussing the difference between one 

point and two vanishing point 

perspectives.  

Sonja Frenz offered us a workshop on the 16th of September at the Portuguese 

Club 10 Donegal Street in Rugby. She set up a still life of a copper pot and 

went through the process of painting this in oils. 

The October 2017 meeting saw Skye Kennedy – a fountain of information 

from The Italian Artshop at Riverside Mall, Rondebosch giving us a 

presentation about all the new products available. The shop specialises in 

new/different fine art products only – no craft products.  

At the November 2017 meeting 

Artist Donna McKellar did a 
slide show presentation about 
the thought processes and 
techniques involved in creating an 
artwork.  

Workshop offer- booking essential: Donna McKellar, will be hosting an acrylic painting workshop on 24 February at 
the Portuguese Hall in Rugby set up from 8.30am to start by 9am until 2pm. R350 with R50 booking deposit 
required- only 3 places left. Contact Dot in this regard, dpickett@netactive.co.za.   
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Our December 2017 year-end celebration was a social event and an in-house competition. Congratulations to our 

winners: 1st place to Sandy Swanson “The Old Man” , 2nd place to Solly Gutman “Chalkie” and 3rd place to Marlene 

Deal “Forest Walk”. Jenny Merrit gave a kind and informative evaluation.  

There were 2 exhibitions held at the Tableview Shopping Centre. Each exhibit saw the opportunity for you as 

members to send a photo of your artwork so that an individualised digital poster could be designed and then printed 

to stick onto your car window. Our exhibition at Tableview Shopping Centre, held from 7 to 17 April 2017 was a 

resounding success with 27 participants where 18 artists sold a total of 52 artworks to the value of R24 310.00. WELL 

DONE. We also sold cards and 14 artworks to the value of R13 685.00 at our exhibition from 1st to 10th September 

2017 with 32 members taking part. The committee are actively going to be looking for more venues this year and 

welcome any ideas from the members in this regard. 

Date for exhibition at the Pick n Pay centre this year: 2018 are set up 5 April to 15 April. REMEMBER to email digital 

photo of one of your artworks to dpicket@netactive.co.za by 15 March so we can design your personalised poster to 

print for your car- these posters will also go onto our Facebook page and website and we encourage you to share 

them digitally with friends and family. We will advertise in the Tygerburger and Tabletalk and The next 48Hours 

publications and on the following radio stations: Smile, Cape Talk, KFM, One FM and Fine Music Radio.  

Base were privileged to be invited to take part in the SASA art in the park exhibitions at 

Rondebosch Park through Glenda Chambers (SASA president and one of BASE’s founding 

members) on the 26th of March and 25th November. Next Art in Park: 24th March 2018. 

Two local preschools for the 
underprivileged, Melkbos Beach 
House Care Centre and Anna 
Beula Farm Kids, are receiving our 
annual donations of stationery 
and art products. We also started 
an outreach box this year enabling 
our members to bring old art 
items that are no longer used, to 
our monthly meetings and are 
distributed to needy organisations 
and individuals to help encourage those budding artists 
without the tools of the trade, to achieve their artistic 
potential. 

Our library purchased a number of 
new DVD’s including: Gardens in 
Watercolour by Karen Simmons; 
Painting in Oils by Tom Coates and 

Painting from life in Acrylics, Mitch 
Waite.   
Our Plein air outings were a shared responsibility during 2017 and included a visit to Backsberg 
Wine Estate on the 22nd April and the Pink Geranium Nursery on 29th July.  Next outing at De 
Waal Park, Oranjezicht on 18 March 2018 1pm with a free music concert “Freshly Ground” are 
performing from 3-6pm. Bring along a picnic and enjoy the atmosphere, but be aware that is a 
dog friendly park and remember your safety and keep any valuables such as your cell on you. 
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 If you are interested in our beautiful new logo embroidered onto a cap or a T-shirt 

contact Hanelie 0845958949. R50 logo only- supply own T-shirt or cap. Cap 

with logo: R120, Golf T-shirt with logo R200 

Your 2018 membership card will allow you to claim a 5% discount at Creative 

Atelier, 44 Oxford Street, Durbanville, and a 10% discount from Deckle Edge, all branches, and the Italian 

Art Shop in Rondebosch and Artland in Claremont (attends most BASE meetings with canvasses and acrylic 

paint for sale) 

A special thank you to those members that formed part of the committee for 2017 all of who 

are prepared to remain for 2018,  Lynn Douglas- our secretary who keeps Minutes at the 

committee meetings, is in charge of banking, balance sheets, verifying 

deposits and annual financial statements. She also updates the 

membership data base and sends correspondence to the portfolio 

person 

Vera Van Der Molen- our librarian who catalogues, keeps records of 

library books and DVD’s. Purchases new and mans the library at meetings.  

Welcome to our newest committee member, Renee Morkel, who has offered to help Vera with 

the library cataloguing onto an Xcell spreadsheet and running of library at monthly meetings, 

and also compiled the fun group quiz after our AGM proceedings.  

Dot Pickett –our data base and correspondence gets sent via email by her. 

She is also in charge of organising our workshops, corresponding with the 

demonstrator, arranging the venue and communicating with the secretary re payments for 

workshops- sending participants the list of requirements and other relevant information and 

making sure tea and coffee is available. Dot is also our exhibitions co-ordinator who negotiates 

with the venue contact, sets up paperwork and together with helpers sets up our exhibitions, 

delegates duties during intake of paintings, organises portfolio bag, money box to be stored, takes 

photos of the work and makes sure that the artists are contacted when work is sold so 

replacements can be hung 

Lesley Milne- who posts on Facebook events such as meetings, exhibitions and how-to info at 

least once a month. She continuously updates our website with new info and photos if possible. 

She also transports our stands to and from exhibitions with the help of her 

son. 

Welcome back to Jeanette Swart who helps Lynn at the door, Lesley with Facebook and 

especially with our Outreach program. 

I, Gayle Gerber, am also prepared to remain and as president my duties 

include chairing committee meetings, announcements at monthly 

meetings, writing the newsletter, organising demonstrators, advertising 

our meetings in local newspapers and on radio and designing and printing posters for our 

exhibitions. I also did the catering but of course am always appreciative of help from our 

members during the setting up and washing of the dishes afterwards.  

A special thanks to Jo-Anne Pentz and hubby Mark, for helping with the sound and lighting at the meetings. Due to 

other commitments they will no longer be able to continue doing this and Dot Pickett has kindly offered to take over 

this task for 2018, but if any of our members would volunteer to help with this please let Dot know. 

I am looking forward to an interesting 2018 with all our BASE members.  

The Fun Quiz at our AGM on 6th February 2018 was easy, but not too easy- Thanks Renee Morkel for compiling this. 
The winning team “The Arty Tarty’s “, comprising of Lesley Milne, Jean Scott, Michele Collins, Estela Rawlings, Dot 
Pickett and Jeanne Le Roux ( a new member who joined that night) who answered 23 of the 25 Questions correctly. 
Sorry no million dollar prize, but a slab of chocolate each. Yay, Well Done!  



 
We already have the following demonstrators confirmed for this year:  

6 March 2018: ‘Alla Prima’ oil portrait by Damian Osborne from a live model,  
The following is an excerpt from his website: “I like painting in the way that I naturally 
see and feel things. I paint because I aim to be proud and authentic, relying on a more 
traditional approach, but also trying to produce art that’s neither lifeless nor clichéd. 
My challenge lies in trying to balance something fresh and relatable with a naturalistic 
style; with strong, confident painting techniques, but also between instinct and 
control. Painting is my purpose on this earth; there’s something sacred about it. I try to 
capture an other-worldliness and quiet poetry in landscapes and, hopefully, a sense of 
serenity in my figures.” 
 
3 April 2018 meeting: Acrylic pouring 

technique demonstration by Lynne Menge. 

She will do a ‘dirty cup’ pour as well as pouring and manipulating the 

poured paint directly on the board with swiping, blowing, torching…the list 

goes on. She also has workshops which are really fun to do and even better 

if you invite a friend or family member who has never done anything ‘arty’ 

before to join you. The joy is in the process – in getting in touch with your 

inner child and playing. Prepare to be messy 

and surprise yourself by creating amazing 

abstract works. 

8 May 2018: Harry Johnson sculpture demonstration. Harry demonstrated during our 

July 2015 meeting and managed to do this head within an hour. He also offered a 

workshop in his studio in Tableview, which lasted the whole day and the participants 

managed to bring home 5 small sculptures ranging from a standing figure done on a 

wire mounted platform, a reclining figure, a bust/head, a Rhino and an abstract.  

Appeal: If anybody can please help to fix the library cupboard – Wheels at the bottom 

have broken off and been misplaced when the Bowls club was painted. 

Art Classes:  
Lesley Milne teaches private one-on-one lessons in watercolour for beginners and 
intermediate as well as basic introduction to oils. Parklands based. Contact 
lesleymilne@yahoo.com for details.  
Mare Bruwer's details are - email address - bruwermm@telksomsa.net. contact ph number - 
082 556 1013. She gives lessons in acrylic and oil painting in Melkbos and Durbanville.  
Glenda Chambers has regular water colour classes on Monday mornings and Wednesday 
evenings and Oil painting classes on Monday evenings and Wednesday mornings in Blouberg, 
contact 082 2222 820 or gchambers@mweb.co.za.  
Lynne Menge has workshops and art lessons in Milnerton contact 083 754 4832 or lynne@adrenalyn.co.za. 
 

 Some Inspiration quotes from famous artists: 

“I am seeking. I am striving. I am in it with all my heart.” Vincent van Gogh  
“Creativity takes courage.” Henri Matisse  
“If I could say it in words there would be no reason to paint.” Edward Hopper  
“They always say time changes things, but you actually have to change them yourself.” Andy Warhol 
“Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life.” Pablo Picasso  
“Great art picks up where nature ends.”  Marc Chagall  
“The position of the artist is humble. He is essentially a channel.” Piet Mondrian  
“Those who do not want to imitate anything, produce nothing.” Salvador Dali  
“The job of the artist is always to deepen the mystery.”  Francis Bacon  
 “The object of art is not to reproduce reality, but to create a reality of the same intensity.” Alberto Giacometti  

“The main thing is to be moved, to love, to hope, to tremble, to live.”  Auguste Rodin  
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