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“Don’t audit life. Make the most of it now” anon 

 Monday all 
Glenda Chambers offers oil painting classes every Monday 6.30 to 9.30pm 
in Bloubergrand: contact: 082 2222 820 

 Wednesday all 
Sonja Frenz is offering plain air outings every Wednesday:  
contact her directly on 083 631 3476 

July Friday 12 Cheese and Wine function at exhibit 5.30pm to 7pm 

 Sunday 14 End of Exhibit at Table Bay Mall, collect unsold works at 5pm 

August Tuesday 6 Sandy-Duffel Canham demonstration on the Noten method 

 Tuesday 13 

Gayle ‘Happy Hippy Girl Open Studio” 6 to 9pm, 15 Lingfield Close, 
Milnerton Ridge: paint, sculpt. Create together for free. Bring own 
materials. Tea & coffee provided.  WhatsApp 072 3755 657 

October Tuesday 1 Mixed Media demonstration by Natasja De Wet 

November Tuesday 5 Laura Wenman demonstration 

A special thank you to the committee members and those members who are always willing to help and especially for 
Dot for co-ordinating the exhibit. She pops in every day to check that all is running smoothly. Lorraine, the Mall 
manageress has arranged for Pick n Pay to sponsor a Cheese and Wine function for us on Friday 12th July at the 
exhibit. Dot will email all members an invite to pass onto any potential buyers. Congratulations to those that have 
sold works. Sales to date(3July) R20 455 for 28 paintings and portfolios. Unsold works to be collected on Sunday 14th 
July at 5pm. Please look out for future exhibit space, possible pop-up shop. Take a photo of a To Let sign in a 
shopping centre you think might make a good exhibit venue and WhatsApp to Dot to follow up: 083 455 4930.  

Our themed challenge for August is “Spring” Check out our website and let us know if you would like us to add / 
change anything:  www.blaauwbergartsociety.co.za. Lesley has offered to put information onto our Facebook page 
with regard to any of our members who teach art..lesleymilne@yahoo.com.  
 
Make use of our library books and DVD’s. Vera has purchased a number of 2nd hand books for our library and is 
selling books that we do not have space to store.  
Monthly Meeting: At Milnerton Bowls Club 1st Tuesday of every month from 18h30 to start the demo/presentation 
promptly at 6.45pm. Members R20, Visitors R30 and students R20 entry. Tea & coffee & refreshments before we 
start. 

Your 2019 membership card will allow you to claim a 5% discount at Creative Atelier, 
44 Oxford Street, Durbanville, and a 10% discount from The Framing Centre at Stodels 
centre in Milnerton, Gale Peterson 021 555 3801 (Gale is looking for an artist 

prepared to do caricatures at her shop as a promotional exercise, Deckle Edge, all branches, and the Italian Art Shop 
in Rondebosch , and 
Artland in 
ClaremontLinda Austin 
of Artland, attends our 
meetings when 
possible and brings art 
supplies and canvasses 
for sale, Any orders 
are to please be 
emailed to Linda 
(linda@artland.co.za) 
or call 021 671 6001  

http://www.blaauwbergartsociety.co.za/
mailto:art..lesleymilne@yahoo.com
mailto:linda@artland.co.za


2 July: Karin Davel:  Interactive Drawing demonstration  
What intrigues Karin is the story of everyday life- the moments of joy, sadness and 
wonder. She captures this through the use of continuous line, tone and colour. 
Wherever she goes, she sketches people, animals and buildings mostly with pen and 
often these impromptu images form the basis of works of art done freehand with her 
sewing machine or she does mono-prints in oil and acrylic.  
 
Karin feels that as life is so diverse, various mediums and techniques are needed to 
capture the mood of different subject matter; therefore she works with a wide range of 
materials. She loves to draw and paint, but has also done large sculpture pieces, textile 
and logo design, illustration work and she makes large light boxes using enamel paint on Perspex into which she 
engraves detail.  
 
Karin obtained a Fine Art degree from the University of Pretoria in 1980. In 2000 she and her family moved from 
Centurion to Hilton, KZN. She ran art classes at her home studio and taught Art at various high schools, the most 
recent being St. Annes’s College (2002-2010) and the Midlands Academy (2015). Karin also ran their guesthouse, 
Oakhaven, in Hilton. 
 
In 2010 she opened her own gallery, Art & Soul, in the Natal Midlands, which operated until their move to Cape 
Town in 2015 where she has since joined various art societies that enables her to exhibit her work and get to meet 
like-minded people. She and her husband live in the beautiful Glencairn Heights.  
Karin believes that once an artist understands perspective it gives them the freedom to experiment with their 
creativity.  As artists we mostly work on a 2 dimensional / flat surface (it has width and length), so we need to create 
an illusion of the 3rd dimension, depth.  
 
Karin believes that painting skills flow 
from drawing. When you practice 
drawing objects and shapes you are 
becoming familiar with them and this 
enables you to feel more confident 
about the object you are portraying in 
your paintings. To loosen up and 
overcome your fear of failure it is best 
to draw with a pen not a pencil. There 
is no second guessing as you will not be 
able to rub out and you will be more 
aware of what you are observing. Look 
at the lines within the object that 
describe direction such as the shoulder 
seams on the garment you model is 
wearing. Then compare these lines 
with the rest of the body and how it 
lies in relation to each of its parts. The 
head must be comfortably placed to 
look natural and the vertical line in the 
centre of the body should shift 
according to how the weight of the 
body is placed. If the weight is shifted 
onto one leg, for instance, that hip will 
be higher than the other. Look at the 
angles, proportions and connections 
between the parts of the object/figure 
as nothing is isolated. A semi profile is 
easier to draw as the viewpoint allows 
you to get a sense of volume.  
 



The first exercise we did was to draw a vertical 
line free hand down the centre of the paper. 
Let the arm / elbow make the movement, not 
the wrist, to obtain a straight line. Then we 
drew about 4 ninety degree lines through this 
of varying lengths with the vertical line cutting 
them in their centre. Then we drew an elliptical 
circular shape around the first crossed lines 
and continued drawing elliptical circles around 
the other crossed lines but following the 
curvature of the first. After you have made the 
choice of viewpoint, all other curved lines are 
parallel to each other. To draw circles freehand 
it is best to hold the pen lightly between 2 
fingers keeping the wrist still and moving the 
whole arm in a circular movement. The next 
step was to join these oblong circles to each 
other on their outside edges to create a 3 
Dimensional looking object. The amount of 
curvature is directly related to the viewpoint. 
Viewed from above ‘Bird’s eye view’ the curve 
would almost be circular, but viewed from eye 
level ‘Worms eye view’ the curve would almost 
be a straight line. So therefore the higher the 
viewpoint the more curvature. Curved lines 
that form a smiley face shape indicate that the 
object is angled towards you and curves that 
form a frown shape indicate that the object is 
leaning away from you. The vertical line would 
then indicate the underlying structure or 
support. To create the illusion of depth 
shadows are cross hatched onto the object. 

First you need to decide from which direction the light is coming and then how this would affect the way it falls on 
the object to form shadows. Cross hatch with little straight lines applying more pressure and placing them closer to 
each other (density) where the shadow is the deepest and less pressure and placing them further from each other 
where there is more light on the object. The outside lines where the light is the strongest on the edge of the object 
can even be left out to create a soft or broken edge. Pattern will always follow form. Shapes are flat, but forms are 
three dimensional. So when cross hatching shadows or writing on your object follow the form.  
 
The next exercise was to loosen up and have some fun by doing some blind drawing. Looking only at the object or 
person you intend drawing place your pen on the paper and then draw the object with one continuous line without 
looking down at your drawing and without lifting your pen. The objective is to 
have fun and create an almost abstract drawing. Think of the line you are 
drawing as a ball of twine linking up each part of the whole. Another way to 
practise this is to take a thin gauge wire and bend it into a figure or a face shape. 
Another interesting exercise 
is to draw a face with one 
half portraying an emotion 
and the other half as the 
opposite emotion and then 
unifying the drawing by 
creating the shadows with 
thin vertical lines throughout. 
These lines would create a 
calmness to the whole.  
 



The next exercise we held a red pen in one hand and a blue pen in the other and then drew a face with the one line 
chasing the other. The clever hand would make the structural marks and the other would make the random marks 
with the overall effect being very appealing. The last fun thing Karin showed us before the time ran out was how to 
rub a crayon or dermatgraph oil based pencil over your paper when placing a textured doily underneath to create a 
rubbed patterned texture.  

 
Comments from Karin: “Thanks for a lovely creative evening. I really appreciated everybody’s focus and 
participation. I think it was a successful draw along demo. I hope my sketchbooks inspired those who saw them, to 
also start sketching more…and have fun. As some of my sketches show- have a sense of humour when you observe 
and capture a bit of life around you…it uplifts one’s spirit, share your inner thoughts with others and kills 
boredom…and in the process you build up your own mental, visual library of form, tone and mark making. That is the 
way to get fresh inspiration for follow-up artwork!” Karin stays a bit far to do weekly classes but she does offer 
workshops and has organised a retreat from 2-6 September. All the information is on her Facebook page. BASE 
members are welcome to befriend her on Facebook ( Karin Davel…and also Karin Davel Art)  

 



Dermatograph red sketch of bowl and cloth 
Beer mug sketched with a pen shows how mark 
making follows form to create a sense of 
volume…and light breaks edges. 
Soft and hard edges of cloth overlaps and folds… 
Spilled coffee drawing shows how pattern follows 
form …even the words too. 

The drawing of the tins clearly 
shows that the use of ellipses / 
circles within the structure of 
the tins can created depth on a 
2D surface. Viewpoint 
influences the shape that you 
have to draw to create volume. 


