
 

April 2020 Newsletter  

“United we stand’ 

 Saturday 21 Paintethon in Table Bay Mall centre court 9.30am to 1.30pm  

April Saturday 4 
SASA Art in the park contact: Deirdre Harris exhibitions@sasa-
artists.co.za 

 Sunday 5 End of exhibit- fetch unsold work 5.30pm 

 Tuesday 7 
Postponed due to lockdown: Skye from Italian Art Shop presentation of 
new products available on the market and how to use them 

May Tuesday 5 
Postponed due to lockdown: Botanical and Marine book illustrator, 
Margo Branch, will share her journey on how art has influenced her life 

 Friday 15 

Hermanus Fyn Arts Tondo is cancelled but the organisers keeping a close 
eye on the situation and will keep you informed. If you want more 
information email: fynarts@hermanus.co.za 

June Tuesday 2 Realistic animal portrait in oils by Clea Witte “The Trotting Trestle studio” 

 Our thoughts and prayers to all those affected by this virus. Not one of us wanted this. Therefore all of us will be 

going through the stages of the mourning process as all our lives are affected. Please be gentle and kind to yourself 

and others. Yes, there will be denial, but for most of us that stage has passed. There will also be anger, frustration 

and sadness, being stuck at home and being forced into social distancing. The challenge will be in finding healthy and 

creative ways to release pent up emotions, without hurting yourself or others.  

I have found that a daily meditation helps me to calm the inner panic to a manageable level. Most days I am 

vacillating between Fear and Peace. Its’ impossible to be filled with joy, knowing that so many people are losing their 

livelihoods, loved ones or lives. But know this: This too will pass, change is inevitable, and all we can do is take each 

day as it comes.  

Be aware of where those around you are emotionally, and offer help. If you can’t do so financially, give your ear or a 

smile. Just yesterday, when I was feeling a little overwhelmed, a call from a friend really helped me become more 

centred and focused.  

Our first relationship is with ourselves and we need to guard our energy. Filter out what we expose ourselves to and 

even if you need to zone out in your head (painting is a good option for this) because we cannot escape physically, 

it’s ok. Do something special to spoil yourself every day. Listen to a song you enjoy, reminisce with a friend, read a 

book, see what is available in the line of ingredients and invent a new recipe. Paint. Draw. Sleep and rest as much as 

you can. Eventually we will move through all the mourning stages and reach Acceptance and Forgiveness.  

Try staying in the Present moment instead of letting that little voice in your head create the worst case scenarios. 

Handle it as it arises, and when you feel strong, make those plans for the future as best you can. The 3 corner stones 

of solid relationships are: Respect, communication and trust. I could respect anyone, even a stranger. Then I get to 

talk and understand that person and eventually learn to trust them. Let’s ask the question, how can I rekindle my 

relationship with first myself, then others and also with Nature.  

We can start by building up a strong spiritual inner core, and in this process, let’s remember that all I can focus on is 

what is IN my control. I cannot control what others are doing. We can reflect, pause and give thanks for the many 

people and things we have in our lives. Normally life is just too busy and hectic, but this time has allowed us the gift 

to slow down. To give thanks for what some believe is their Human right, for the air that we breathe, for the use of 

clean water to drink and wash in, for the effort of the people that went into putting the food on our plates. Gratitude 

really is the magic ingredient. I have great gratitude and respect for our health care workers and pray that our sick 

will heal…that people dying will be at peace and know that they have their angels surrounding them and are not 

alone. I pray that those left mourning will be comforted. I am impressed with how our President has handled this 



crisis and believe that the phoenix will rise from the ashes…the butterfly will emerge from the chrysalis…but only in 

due time…with compassion and awareness. Continue being creative and kind to yourself and others. 

Our Exhibit dates for Table Bay Mall: 6 March changed to 23rd March 2020. The Centre Management agreed to let 
us continue with the exhibit for a further 2 weeks once lockdown is over. In the mean time we will be leaving our 
work in the shop and leaving the lights on with a sign on the window with contact details for any interested buyers. 
 
We are always looking for future exhibit space, possible pop-up shop, so let us have any of your suggestions. Email 
baseartsociety@mweb.co.za.  
 
The Paintathon took place on the 21 March from 9h30 to 13h30. Well done to Glenda for organising this. 
 
Monthly Meeting: Due to lockdown we have postponed the April and May meetings  

 
Annual Subs: R200 ABSA Bank Blaauwberg Art Society Acc: 9238594101 Branch: 632005 with an additional R40 fee 
for cash deposits. It is best to pay via EFT or cash or card at the meetings. Your 2020 membership card will allow you 
to claim a 5% discount at Creative Atelier, 44 Oxford Street, Durbanville, and a 10% discount from Deckle Edge, all 
branches, and the Italian Art Shop in Rondebosch , The Framing Centre at Stodels centre in Milnerton, Gale Peterson 
021 555 3801; and Art Source in Cape Town; and Oxfords Garden Centre and Table Bay Mall and Artland where the  
Art Van Go will offer deliveries to BASE members.  Any orders are to please be emailed to Linda as they are open for 
orders during lockdown. (linda@artland.co.za) or WhatsApp 083 265 7737.  
 
Our members can apply to stay in Paris through SANAVA for up to 6 months (two years membership applies), go 
online to their website for info as the waiting list is now at 2021. Available on SANAVA’s website is an application 
form for a museum card which I highly recommend if any of you are planning travelling overseas, as this allows free 
entry to many art museums all over the world and including South Africa. Just make sure you apply at least 3 months 
in advance be aware that it is only valid for a year. 
 
To keep your art interests going, have a look at the following U Tube 
sessions Glenda recommends: 
 
The painting life of Vincent Van Gogh: https://youtube.be/T750HY_ZcZo  
 
 
 

mailto:linda@artland.co.za
https://youtube.be/T750HY_ZcZo


Virtual tour of the Louvre during lockdown: article by Renee Morkel 
Intro: 

During this lock down period, art making and art appreciation has not decreased. Instead art is a good psychological 
means of getting through these times as well as entertaining young children at home, and students expanding their 
knowledge. Some people finally have time for creativity, instead of being absorbed by their careers. People are 
sharing their art works on social media such as Instagram and Facebook. Businesses and Galleries are also using the 
internet to make viewing their art practices and art collections accessible to the public. There are online virtual 

tours offered by famous museums all around the world. “Google Arts and Culture” advertise that they teamed up 
with over 2500 museums and galleries including: British museum of London; Van Gogh Museum Amsterdam; 
Guggenheim New York City; Musée d’Orsay Paris; National Museum of Anthropology Mexico City and more, to bring 
the public virtual tours and online exhibitions. Their outlook 
is: “Now you can go to the museum and never leave your 
couch” whilst especially emphasizing the benefits for 
students. In South Africa academically acclaimed exhibitions 
and collections such the Standard Bank Art Gallery offer 
virtual tours of their current exhibitions. Updates on smaller 
exhibitions such as Blaauwberg Art Society in Table Bay Mall 
can be viewed on their Facebook page. With art and art 
exhibitions becoming so accessible on the internet, this is a 
good excuse to visit the Louvre’s virtual exhibitions and 
images.  

Image: Diagram of Louvre next to the River Seine 



Image: Screen capture of I.M. Pei’s Pyramid as seen from 360 
Virtual Tour  

Why the Louvre?  
Despite it being impossible to travel there now, it is saving 
travelling and entry cost. Instead, the works can be viewed 
from home at the individual’s own pace. This is especially 
relevant as there is close to a half million works to see. The 
mathematical calculation is: “If you spend 60 seconds looking 
at each of the objects, going steadily for 8 hours every day, it 
would take 75 days to see them all. For those who have never 
seen the Louvre before, this is a great experience.  
With such an overwhelming amount of information, artifacts and art works to take in, a virtual tour is a brilliant 
opportunity to help you plan what you would like to see in real life and spend time on. Besides the expected works 
such as the Mona Lisa; Venus de Milo; Liberty Leading the People  and I.M.Pei’s Pyramid there is much more to offer. 
From the Egyptian Tanis Sphinx to King Louis XV Crown.  

The Louvre is Special: It is the biggest museum in the 
world, spreading across 3 wings, four floors, and over 8 
curatorial departments housing close to a half million 
works.  

Its history dates back to being a dark fortress in the 
middle ages (built 1190) for French King Philippe August II.  
In the 14th century Charles V converted the building into a 
residence.  When Francis I renovated the site in 1546 in 
French Renaissance style, he acquired the nucleus of the 

Louvre’s holdings including Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa.  After “Sun King” Louis XIV chose Versailles as his 
residence in 1682, he permitted the Louvre to be used as a residence for artists, under royal patronage. This included 
four generations of the Boulle family.  In 1750 the first public viewing took place, consisting of 96 pieces from the 
royal collection. On 10 August 1793, during the French Revolution, the Louvre was transformed and opened its doors 
as a public museum. Due to structural problems, the museum was closed in May 1796. Not only did Napoleon 
expand the collection, but it was re-opened as the Musée Napoléon in 1801. Since then, the Louvre has survived two 
world wars and more… 

Today, the Louvre is one of the world’s most visited museums, with an average of 15,000 visitors per day (65% 
foreign tourists). Despite being owned by the French government, it is increasingly expected to generate it’s own 

funds especially for projects. The Louvre relies on sponsorship from companies such as Total Oil. It constantly has to 
come up with innovative ideas such as allowing parts of the film “The Da Vinci Code” to be filmed there, creating a 
satellite museum in Abu Dhabi, even lending art works to the National Museum of Theran (Iran) as part of a cultural 
exchange program. As the lockdown is depriving the Louvre of much needed ticket sales, virtual marketing and 
exhibiting has the financial benefit of inviting companies such as Shiseido who sponsored their current virtual tour. 

How to do the tours:  I 

There are various sites and tours covering the 
Louvre’s exhibitions.  

If you use the heading “Online Tours Louvre 
Museum Paris” on website address  
www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne you will 
navigate to the Louvre’s official website. It 
explains that the building is closed due to Cov19 
outbreak, but will offer a thorough virtual tour. 
For this specific tour you need to use Adobe Flash 
Player to enable some of the virtual features.                      Image: Navigating through the Petite Galerie   

There are also options that do not require Flash Player such as “View the Louvre Museum In 360 Virtual Tour on 
Tourist Tube” at www.youvisit.com/tour/louvremuseum.  

Alternatively, a vast amount of images and articles are available on Google,  Pinterest and even Facebook.  

http://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne
http://www.youvisit.com/tour/louvremuseum


Design and Technology:  

There is a wide range of tools and functions to help you explore images and navigate through passages and rooms. 
Experimenting with these options can be just as exciting as viewing the Gallery. Different sites and even different 
departments within one exhibition can have different approaches to best display their work. While the real life 
visitor cannot re-enter The Louvre once they left the premises, the virtual browser has the advantage of a complete 
customized experience. Not only can they browse as often as their data allows, they can do so at any time and for as 
long as they like. They can open multiple sites and information 
sources. Images can be zoomed in, tilted, swiveled. With screen 
capture options and sometimes electronic “share” options the 
viewer can build up their own album of their experience.   

Lockdown:   

“The Musée du Louvre, Tuileries Garden and Cour Carrée will 
remain closed until further notice. All those who have 
purchased a ticket online will automatically receive a refund – 
no action is required. Due to the number of refunds we have to 
process, this operation may take up to three months. Thanks 
for your understanding.” 

Virtual Online tours: “Visit the museum’s exhibition rooms and 
galleries, contemplate the facades at the Louvre…” 

The Louvre collection is divided among 8 curatorial 
departments: Egyptian Antiquities; Near Eastern Antiquities; Greek Etruscan 
Roman Antiquities;  Islamic Art;  Sculpture;  Decorative arts;  Paintings;  Prints 
and Drawings. 

There are 4 virtual tours to be taken from their home page:   

“Online Tours Louvre Museum Paris”  www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne 

Home page: Virtual tours, Room descriptions, Very basic Search 
engine  

Remains of the Louvre’s Moat: Medieval Louvre  

Especially for the novice, it is handy to start the journey here, as it 
puts the Louvre History and exhibitions and art works in context. The 
Louvre was originally a fortress built in 1190 to protect Paris from 
attack via the river Seine. “Today, visitors can walk around the original 
perimeter moat and view the piers that supported the drawbridge.” 
The architecture is very impressive. It is not known if it was the first 
building on that exact spot, but it is speculated that King Philip II 
modified an existing tower. Since then the building was extended and 
altered many times and restorations done.  

The theory is that the name Louvre derives from wolf hunting. Via 
Latin root “Lupis”, lower Empire “Turris Lupara” – which means wolf. 

Image: Galerie d’Apollon 

Egyptian Antiques: As some of the passages of the Moat flow 
directly into the Egyptian department, it is almost an automatic action to visit there at the same stage as covering 
the Moat. The first impression the viewer will get is the Tanis Sphinx. Collections from the Pharaonic period are 
displayed on the east side of the Sully wing, on the ground floor and 1st floor.  

Exhibition: The Advent of the Artist: Petite Galerie 

“For its fifth season, the Louvre’s Petite Galerie – a space dedicated to art and cultural education – is holding an 
exhibition titled ‘The Advent of the Artist’. Discover artworks from Delacroix, Rembrandt or Tintoretto…” 

Galerie d’Apollon:  Decorative Arts  

http://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne


The very ornate iconic Galerie d’Apollon situated above the Petite Galerie, currently integrate 41 paintings, 28 
tapestries and 118 sculptures into its vault and wall decoration. It has been rebuilt (after burning down 1661) 
renovated and restored (2001). The function of restoration included cleaning and restoring paintings and stuccos in 
the room. It was also important to “bring the full collection of French Crown Jewels back together”. A very popular 
attraction is the Crown of King Louis XV created in 1722. 

Image: Crown of King Louis XV 

 “View the Louvre Museum In 360 Virtual Tour on Tourist 
Tube” at www.youvisit.com/tour/louvremuseum powered by 
YOU VISIT:  

Stroll through the Louvre in less than an hour with a compilation 
or strip of photos covering: Cour Napoléon; Hall Napolean; Roman 
Antiquities; Winged Victory; Grande Galerie (2) France; Grande 
Galerie Italy; Napoleon’s Apartment Grand Salon; Cour Puget 
Richelieu Wing; Tuileries.  

Napoleon’s Apartment Grand Salon was very impressive and 
ornate.  

This is a fun way to virtually become part of the images as graphic tools allow you to do a 360 degree scan of a room 
in slow motion. You can also swivel to the roof, tilt to the floor and distort images in perspective.  

Conclusion:  

Each person will take something 
else out of this experience. 
Hopefully it enabled more people to 
see what otherwise would just have 
been an idealistic dream. Even if you 
take this virtual tour to its extremes, 
there still remains much to go see as 
one can never cover all the 
information or replace a real life 
experience. Plus now you can plan 
your tour properly. It is a good 
advertisement for those who 
thought they didn’t need to go 
before.  

http://www.youvisit.com/tour/louvremuseum

