
 

May 2020 Newsletter  

“In the middle of Winter I at last discovered that  

there was in me an invincible Summer.”  

Alvert Camus from “Return to Tipasa” 

June Tuesday 2 
Postponed due to lock down: Realistic animal portrait in oils by Clea Witte 
“The Trotting Trestle studio” 

 
I hope that you are staying positive and spending some time creating, as this process for most of us, is the medicine 
that keeps our spirits up. Just as well, with the sale of actual spirits not being available at this time. 

Our Exhibit dates for Table Bay Mall: 6 March changed to 2 weeks after lockdown is over. The Centre Management 
agreed to let us continue with the exhibit for a further 2 weeks once lockdown is over. In the mean time we will be 
leaving our work in the shop and leaving the lights on with a sign on the window with contact details for any 
interested buyers. Some of the committee members have moved the art so that it can be more easily viewed from 
the window and there have been more sales. The value of artworks sold up until lockdown is R9 895.00 and the 
value of works sold from our window display is R2 200.00. Congratulations to the following artists who have sold so 
far: Leslie Milne, Jeanette Swart, Ameesha Ismail, Liz Ceruti, Lynne Menge, Alida Marqua, Jean Scott, Glenda 
Chambers and Lindsay Tedder. Hope there are many more sales. 

 
We are always looking for future exhibit space, possible pop-up shop, so let us have any of your suggestions. Email 
baseartsociety@mweb.co.za.  
 



Monthly Meeting: Due to lockdown we have postponed the April, May and June meetings. These demonstrators have 

all agreed to do demonstrations once we are allowed again, so I have not booked any new demonstrators at this stage 

 
Annual Subs: R200 ABSA Bank Blaauwberg Art Society Acc: 9238594101 Branch: 632005 with an additional R40 fee 
for cash deposits. It is best to pay via EFT or cash or card at the meetings. Your 2020 membership card will allow you 
to claim a 5% discount at Creative Atelier, 44 Oxford Street, Durbanville, and a 10% discount from Deckle Edge, all 
branches, and the Italian Art Shop in Rondebosch , The Framing Centre at Stodels centre in Milnerton, Gale Peterson 
021 555 3801; and Art Source in Cape Town; and Oxfords Garden Centre and Table Bay Mall and Artland where the  
Art Van Go will offer deliveries to BASE members.  Any orders are to please be emailed to Linda as they are open for 
orders during lockdown. (linda@artland.co.za) or WhatsApp 083 265 7737.  
 
Our members can apply to stay in Paris through SANAVA for up to 6 months (two years membership applies), go 
online to their website for info as the waiting list is now at 2021. Available on SANAVA’s website is an application 
form for a museum card which I highly recommend if any of you are planning travelling overseas, as this allows free 
entry to many art museums all over the world and including South Africa. Just make sure you apply at least 3 months 
in advance be aware that it is only valid for a year. 
 
Art for Sale! Tips for Pricing and Managing Inventory 
 I read an interesting article online 
“artistsnetwork.com” titled: Art for Sale! Tips for 
Pricing and Managing Inventory. These are some 
ideas I gleaned from this:  
 
During economic downturns, artists must be equally 
creative with the business side of art. With lockdown 
in place, buyers are unable to go to exhibitions or 
the artist’s studio to purchase their art, however, the 
digital platform has become an invaluable tool for 
this. You can send an email blast to all on your mailing list offering a price reduction sale for works under a certain 
size and “make an offer” on larger works. This not only creates a reason for people to buy art, it’s also a great way to 
remind those that know your art about your work. I, myself, felt very blessed last month when a dance friend made 
an offer on one of my paintings, all I need to do is to deliver to her once lockdown is over.  
 
Other online platforms such as Facebook are also beneficial in promoting your art. I find that with tough times, 
people are inclined to want to balance out the negative feelings by bringing something of beauty and positive value 
into their lives, and what better way than to purchase art that you have an emotional connection with and that 
brings you joy to admire. Many buyers are responding positively towards artists that need support during the 
pandemic crisis. Return clients might even purchase a few of your works so that they help you feel supported. 
 

Managing Inventory: 
Perhaps, it takes a crisis to get artists thinking about new ways of 
finding a home for their art. Most artists, especially those who have 
had long careers or are just prolific, have a lot of artwork inventory. 
From works stored in cabinets or storage buildings, to ones filling 
cupboards, leaning against walls, or underfoot and in the way. While 
the solutions are not limitless. You can sell art, throw it away, give it 
away or store it. We would love to be able to sell all of our work, but 
that is most of the time not possible. The reality is that artists end up 
with more art every year, creating a what-to-do-with-it problem of 
varying magnitude.  
 
Storage, at least initially, is every artist’s first recourse. The studio is 
and obvious place, but over time it can fill up, reducing the amount of 
available space for creating new art. Some even end up storing 
paintings under beds. You could also distribute to family and friends as 
gifts or loans. I have a dance friend who I see once a month, where I 
swop one of my paintings he has on permanent loan for another of my 
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paintings. Donating is also an option. Hospitals, schools, libraries can all be approached and offered an artwork as a 
donation. Some charities could even benefit by auctioning a donated artwork. You could even approach B&B’s in 
your area and come to an arrangement that you put up artwork on their walls with a price tag to attract potential 
buyers from those that stay there. I once sold to company that has a business decorating sets for movies and 
advertisements.  
 
All Art is not Created Equal: 
When evaluating the volume of work on hand, some artists opt 
for a more final solution – destroying paintings they consider 
poor. I have primed and painted over many of my older works. 
I remember one of the artists who gave us a demo saying that 
he had paintings that had been stored in the rafters of his 
garage for years. He took these out of storage and looked 
carefully at them. Some he destroyed outright by priming over 
them and painting a new work. Others he liked some aspects 
of, but with years of experience he was able to recognise some 
fundamental errors. These parts in the paintings, he painted 
over and left a large percentage of the old painting as is. Some 
were just too busy and required him to simplify shapes, so that 
the focus could be trained on the aspects that did work in the 
painting. Some just required some new bright juicy colour at 
the focal point, and some just needed a couple of construction 
lines added.  
 
Letting Go: 
Letting go of that that no longer serves you, can be cathartic. 
Discarding art that you no longer like can unburden you, but 
this should not be done lightly. There is an artist, Frank Webb, 
who takes a ruthless approach to work that doesn’t measure 
up. “I store surviving paintings in boxes labeled A, B, C and D. If 
inventory becomes unmanageable, I destroy the paintings in 
the D box, then some of the grade C paintings are downgraded 
to the D box.” One might think that an artist is the best judge 
of what is good and bad of his or her work. But the sometimes 

the art market 
rates demand for 
product and 
name recognition equal to quality. And perhaps, in some instances, the 
artist is not the best judge. I remember being at an exhibition and 
looking at a painting I thought was not that good as the composition 
wasn’t the best it could be. Yet at that moment, a lady stood next to 
me and proceeded to tell me why that particular work meant so much 
to her as she had just recovered from breast cancer and the pose that 
the artist had captured reminded her that she was a survivor and not a 
victim. Needless to say, she purchased it. So we as artists can never 
really know what emotional connection the buyer might place on a 
work which we deem to be inferior.  
 
Visiting Sol Lewitt’s studio in 1970, artist Dorothea Rockburne spotted a 
piece of paper that Lewitt had used to test a new pen in the waste 
basket. “Oh, that’s lovely,” she said, retrieving the crumpled paper. It’s 
now titled, “Scribble Drawing” and has been included in every 
retrospective of the artist’s work since. 
Maybe the most inspired way artist’s find a home for art that hasn’t 
sold is to swop with another artist they admire. Because ultimately the 
destiny of art is to find someone that appreciates it most. 



There is a beautiful poem by Kevin McCormack which I 
would like to share with you: 
If This Time 
If this time has taught me anything, it is that the tiny spec 
in this universe that we occupy, is both wonderful and 
wondrous, and if we allow it to, the beauty around us can 
unlock the beauty within us; and teach us far more than 
our schooling ever did.  
 
If this time has taught me anything, it is that success and 
how we measure it, needs to be re-defined, and the only 
person to whom you should ever compare yourself, is 
who you were yesterday. Make your growth game 
strong, and along the way, be kind to yourself – if you are 
doing your best, then you are doing enough.  
 
If this time has taught me anything, it is that it is more important now than ever before, to see the world through 
your own eyes. Begin by looking at yourself – Look honestly and look gently. Look inward with compassion and 
kindness, and look outward with humility and appreciation.  
 
If this time has taught me anything, it is that the opposite of love is not hate, but fear – and our greatest fear is losing 
that to which we have become attached. Yesterday is heavy, put it down. Seeing the beauty in the world around you 
us the first step in purifying and clearing the mind, and if this time has taught me anything, it is that nature, unlike 
us, never apologises for her beauty.  
 
If this time has taught me anything, it is that life really is about the journey, not the destination, and it must be, for 
surely we are not here merely to reach the destination, for the destination is death. Be alive, for after all, life is all 
you’ve got, and when you pay attention to the things for which you are grateful, you soon forget about what you 
think you’re missing.  
 
If this time has taught me anything, it is that bitter tears are the quietest, and on the days when your head wants to 
hang low, it is important that you look up. Lift your head. Take it in, and breathe deep, for while this world can 
sometimes be a hard place, your reality, and what you perceive it to be, are seldom aligned.  
 
If this time has taught me anything, is it that beauty truly is in the eye of the beholder. We can see universes within 
universes – but only when we pay enough attention, and this is as true of the nature within us, as it is of the nature 
around us.  
 
If this time has taught me anything it is this: If true love conquers everything, then self-love gives it the fortitude to 
do so. Know that you are more than your scars – know that every wound in you that has healed along the way has 
taught you what it is to fight back; and to start again from where you are, with what you’ve got. Beat your own 
pathway, without seeking the approval of others and know that self-love is not vanity.  
 
If this time has taught me anything it is this: Hope matters, and we cannot live without it.  
 
This time has taught me that HOPE is not a wish, nor a desire for things to be different. It is a course of action, a 
combination of mind and heart. The future can be better and can be brighter, and we each have the power within us 
to make it so. There will be challenges to face along the way, to which there are many solutions. There is a source of 
resilience deep within us all.  
 
If this time does not teach us that time itself is precious, then we will have missed the lesson. The lesson that never 
before have the past and the future been so irrelevant, and that the quest to ‘find ourselves’ has been fruitless to 
now; only because we’ve been searching in all the wrong places. We are here, we are now. We are each and every 
breath we take. Every day is a gift, a gift to begin again, and to grasp with both hands the fresh opportunity to learn, 
unlearn and re-learn.  
 
If this time is not wasted………….Happy painting until we see each other again! 


