
 

 

July / August 2020 Newsletter  

“If you are not just a little scared of your dreams,  

you are not dreaming big enough” 

September
  Tuesday 1 

Start of exhibit at Table Bay Mall, theme ‘ West Coast”  
Also our first Zoom demo by Glenda Chambers 19h15 for 19h30 

October Sunday 4 End of exhibit – unsold works to be collected 

 Tuesday 6 TBC Zoom demo by Sonja Frenz on colour theory 

 
Hope you are well and finding the joy in these difficult times. July just went 
by with a flash so this newsletter is for August too. You should all have 
received an email regarding our next exhibition with conditions of entry, 
labels and sitters roster. If you are unsure of anything and/or want to confirm 
your place, contact Glenda Chambers on baseartsociety@mweb.co.za. Please 
ensure that you are able to do your sitting duty for at least one full day or 2 
half days.  

Table Bay Mall exhibit:  1st September to 4th October:  
Theme: “Westcoast”. This could include anything related to the 

following: flowers, nature reserves along the West Coast, boats, harbour 
scenes such as at Parternoster, Farmlands, mountains, animals that you can 
find on the West Coast for example ostriches, bokkoms or fish, small towns or 
cottages, fishermen, kite surfers (Langebaan) ship wrecks and anything else 
you can think of that makes you excited about the West Coast. Please also 
send a photo of one of your works to be used for the personalised posters to 
Gayle at ‘admin@fencesandgates.co.za) We need these by 26th August for 
printing, however, you are welcome to send after this date for an electronic 
poster to share digitally. 
 
We are always looking for future exhibit space, possible pop-up shop, so let 
us have any of your suggestions. Email baseartsociety@mweb.co.za.  

 
We are grateful to Michele Collins, together with Lindsay Tedder, who has been creating a lot more interest on our 
BASE Facebook platform. She is willing to do albums to post for our members of their work. Please email her images 
of your work, “petportraitsbymichele@telkomsa.net” The paintings that our members have completed during 
lockdown will be posted via BASE Facebook. Also follow us on Instagram @Blaauwbergartsociety_ 

Base donated PNA vouchers to the value of R2 000 to Tableview Angels : “We are writing to express our 

deepest thanks for your recent donation of vouchers to Table View Angels. Generous gifts from donors like you 

provide the financial and moral support needed to continue our 

mission to help desperate families.  

With your contribution, you’ve demonstrated your deep commitment 

to our work of feeding the hungry, accommodating the vulnerable, 

clothing the desperate and helping that single mom clothe her babies 

and have the courage to find suitable employment and become self-

sufficient. 

Granny was so excited to see all your donations; she couldn’t hold 

back the tears. She asked me to thank you and your friends who 

contributed. We look forward to a continuing partnership with you. 

Warm regards, Table View Angels” 
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Lockdown Challenges for Artists and Art Teachers (article by Glenda Chambers) 

When lockdown first happened, it gave us the time to be more experimental with our own 

art, gave us time to play. But we very soon realised that we would have to change the way 

we were doing things. Most of us changed to doing live classes and recorded classes. This 

bought about its own set of challenges. Firstly started with recoding a video demonstrating 

how to paint a specific thing on my phone and uploading to a shared file for my existing 

students, and also doing live zoom classes, but as the lockdown was extended, setup became 

more complicated. I now have a microphone and webcam and a program so that I can at 

least stop and start again. The pressure of recording on a phone, which meant you could not 

stop and had to try keep recording under 45 minutes else the files were to big was fun. I also knew that I now had to 

do workshops and as the artists are paying it must be professional. So a long journey ensued trying to find the best 

way. Loads of frustration. But I am now almost there….  

All artists and art teachers have had to think outside the box and 

use innovative ideas to keep the connections. Many museums allow 

you to visit virtually, this has been amazing. Really worth looking at 

a few of these eg Louvre, Tate London, van Gogh Museum and 

many more.  

Art helps us all to cope with the stresses of lockdown. Many Facebook groups started challenges that people posted 

on daily what they had been creating. BASE is going to be doing something similar see the newsletter. Some 

sketching groups used google earth to zoom in on places and you could zoom into anything specific in that area and 

sketch it. How innovative is that? Leaving your space without leaving, it is loads of fun.  

Then the question came, what to do with all the paintings you had done during Lockdown. All the galleries closed, 

exhibitions cancelled, art fairs cancelled. The only way forward was to create an online presence, and if you had one 

already become more active. Artists and Art Societies around the world took a positive approach to overcoming the 

challenges.  With Lockdown competitions, online auctions, challenges eg. Painting using coffee only. Portrait artist of 

the year, became portrait artist of the week, see our previous newsletter. Artists went online giving workshops and 

classes. 

 Art teacher’s income has been severely challenged. Especially with your classes, 

workshops and art getaways all being cancelled, so workshops had to be created, we 

had to kick into the 21st century and get techno (not), but we all had to do our best. 

Hats off to everyone.  

BASE will also be having its first zoom meeting 1st of September: Time 19h15 for 19h30.  

I, Glenda Chambers, will be doing a Talk/demo on art journaling and 

whimsical faces using mixed media and many new found skills. And Sonja 

Frenz will be doing October see newsletter for more info. (Zoom meeting 

link to be sent via email closer to the time) 

Above all Keep your creative brain active and healthy. Look after yourself 

and find a creative space in your home, where you are able to enjoy your 

art. Despite the craziness around you, stay kind to yourself and make sure 

your needs are met. Take part in the creative prompt challenges online, 

to keep exercising your creativity. 

Use this time to finish off those projects and keep being creative, we can beat this. Happy Painting!!! 

Monthly Meeting: Due to lockdown we have postponed our monthly demonstration meetings until safe to continue. 

The demonstrators cancelled have all agreed to do demonstrations once we are allowed again, so I have not booked 

any new demonstrators at this stage. Zoom meetings for September and October are planned as a replacement for 

these. 



The Art Shops are now open. Your 2020 membership card will 
allow you to claim a 5% discount at Creative Atelier (021-
9755373), 44 Oxford Street, Durbanville, and a 10% discount from 
Deckle Edge, (Saltriver 021-2014100), and the Italian Art Shop 
(021-6851877) in Rondebosch , The Framing Centre at Stodels 
centre in Milnerton, Gale Peterson 021 555 3801; and ArtSauce 
(021-4610885) in Cape Town; and Oxford Stationers Garden 
Centre (021-4657654 and Table Bay Mall (021-2850337) and 
Artland where the  Art Van Go offer deliveries to BASE 
members. (linda@artland.co.za) or WhatsApp 083 265 7737.  
 
Our members can apply to stay in Paris through SANAVA for up 
to 6 months (two years membership applies), go online to their 
website for info as the waiting list is now at 2021. Available on 
SANAVA’s website is an application form for a museum card 
which I highly recommend if any of you are planning travelling 
overseas, as this allows free entry to many art museums all over 
the world and including South Africa. Just make sure you apply at 
least 3 months in advance be aware that it is only valid for a year.  
 

The Sketchpack Project is an annual event taking place in 

August. It is a sketching initiative open to anyone who wishes to 

visually record their days during this month. This is organised by 

Di Metcalf. It can be as watercolours, sketching actual events, a 

theme or doodles. It is your creative statement. There are no 

rules. 

2020 marks the 10th 

year and you will find 

the group on both 

facebook and 

Instagram where you 

can share your 

creativity or view the 

creativity of others. 

Zigzag sketchpacks 

available from Glenda 

at the Art SA 

exhibition at Table 

Bay Mall or Artsauce 

in central Cape Town. 

Cost: R25 cash.  Join 

in the fun.  At the end 

of August the 

Sketchpacks travel 

back to Cape Town to 

be exhibited in Art 

Sauce window display 

and then they are 

returned to the the 

artist 

 

mailto:linda@artland.co.za


 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


