
 

 

September 2020 Newsletter  

“Conscious Collaboration without Competition”  

Thea Darlow 

September Tuesday 1 Start of exhibit at Table Bay Mall, theme ‘ West Coast”  

 Saturday 12 Paintathon at Table Bay Mall 9.30am to 1.30pm contact Glenda to book 

October Sunday 4 End of exhibit – unsold works to be collected 

 Tuesday 6 First Live meeting demo since lockdown by Sonja Frenz on colour theory 

November Tuesday  3 Live mixed media demo by Glenda Chambers 

 
Spring is here and slowly we are edging into a new season and into some kind of normality. I feel like a butterfly 
emerging out of my cocoon. Glenda has orgainsed with the Table Bay Mall Management for exhibiting members to 
take part in a Paintathon on Saturday 12th September from 9.30am to 1.30pm. A section in front of Pick n Pay will be 
cordonned off for us to social distance so space is limited, please call Glenda to book, 082 2222 820. We are also 
going to have our first real live meeting again at the Bowls Club: Tuesday 6th October 6.30pm to start promptly by 
6.45pm. Please wear a mask and prepare to have your temperature measured and recorded together with your 
contact number. We will space the seating and also sanitise before entering. Looking so forward to seeing you all 

again. 
 
Spring and new beginnings; changes and challenges we are overcome with the realisation how truly blessed to have 
a loving community of like minded artists to share our hopes and dreams with. Let us celebrate Spring and new 
beginnings by showing kindness and finding the light in the darkness.  
 
A quote by Billy of Temenos: “One of the surest ways of fine-tuning the art is to embrace the practice of mindfulness 
or contemplation-  simply sitting still in silence and gently observing thoughts, allowing them to pass moment by 
moment without trying to repress or get carried away by them. Initially this discipline may prove challenging but 



after a little perseverance it can become illuminating – just to see how much of our time is spent literally lost in 
thoughts, constantly and unconsciously reacting to them. The human mind tends to think in terms of binary 
opposites, right and wrong, good and bad, dark and light – and the darker side always exerts a powerful pull. But for 
those who embrace a practice that cultivates inner peace, life gradually begins to spring from the heart rather than a 
dualistic way of thinking.  Thoughts and actions and attitudes bloom with wisdom and bravery rather than panic and 
fear.”  
 
We are grateful to Michele Collins, together with Lindsay Tedder, who has been creating a lot more interest on our 
BASE Facebook platform. She is willing to do albums to post for our members of their work. Please email her images 
of your work, petportraitsbymichele@telkomsa.net  Also follow us on Instagram @Blaauwbergartsociety 

Table Bay Mall exhibit:  1st September to 4th October:  
Theme: “Westcoast”, and with real plants too! Congratulations to those 27 artists taking part. (My 

apologies if I missed taking a photo of your work to include in this newsletter) As of Wednesday 9th September we 
have sold 7 artists works to the value of R8 170 and plant sales of R660. It’s not too late to send a photo of one of 
your works to be used for your personalised digital poster to be shared electronically to Gayle at 
‘admin@fencesandgates.co.za)  
 
We are always looking for future exhibit space, possible pop-up shop, so let us have any of your suggestions. Email 
baseartsociety@mweb.co.za.  
 
Base committee was approached by Thea Darlow suggesting we add some of Michele 
Batchelder’s work onto our current exhibit which in this case we agreed to make an 
exception to the rules and have included 3 of her works. Some background from Thea, “ it is 
not a normal procedure but we are not living in normal times currently! Michele is currently 
in the US and two weeks ago had some bad news regarding her health. She has to undergo 
Cardiac surgery soon for blocked arteries/veins - in America, medical health is crazy 
expensive. 
 
My thoughts are because I actually have some of Micheles beautiful paintings that I am keeping for her in the hopes 
of selling them on her behalf -  a lot of her work was done of the West Coast.  Michele is a long standing artist in our 
area and has always been willing to help with anything art related. (She is also a previous BASE member and has 
done numerous demonstrations for us in the past) 

 
She still has a bank account in South 
Africa and wouldn't it be awesome to 
support a fellow artist with whatever 
sales are generated from her work.  I 
will be responsible for her paintings and 
will do sitting duty on her behalf. I 
spoke to her last night and she really is 
quite overwhelmed and grateful for 
BASE agreeing to this. 
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My favourite old expression "CONSCIOUS COLLABORATION WITHOUT COMPETITION" ! - a good feeling to support 
each other in these crazy times. Thanks again for your consideration.” 

It is with great sadness that I inform you of one of our members, Leonora Glatthaar, 
who was on holiday staying with her daughter, Norah, in Washington, passed away on 
the 3rd of September after having a stroke on Friday 28th August. Her daughter sent such 
a beautiful message about her time with her, that I just had to share this with you, “ 
Dear friends and family, As you may know my mum has been visiting me here in 
Washington DC for the last nearly 6 months. The main reason I wanted my mum to be 
with me under these heavy Corona restrictions and circumstances is so that I can take 
care of her, look after her, treat her like a queen, spend time with me and her teen 
grandchildren and show her a bit of the USA.  

 
My mum arrived in March and to say she had fun and was treated like a queen would be an understatement. We 
travelled for nearly 5 weeks from Florida’s Marco Island all the way up to Amelia island and the East coast of North 
and South Carolina and then to put the cherry on the cake, we went for a lake vacation at Deep Creek Lake where 
queen mum was in her element surrounded by her adoring teenage grandchildren, sun tanning and reading books. 
Here in DC there were no limits on mani/pedi treatments, shows by the grandchildren, drama in the cul de sac, and 
some sneaky shopping trips.  
 
Not to mention she spoke to Carl nearly every night on face time and coo’ed and coo’ed over her gorgeous little 
grandchildren. She spoke to her friends and family in South Africa and Australia weekly because she needed to be up 
to date on the latest news. She was glued to her phone on Facebook, WhatsApp and became quite the expert at 
navigating her little phone. 
 
My mum has been enjoying the last 6 months like it was her last, cocktail hour could not come early enough, apple 
pie and cream at 10am and sometimes for breakfast. Coffee, coffee, coffee, lasagna, steak and sometimes ice cream 
and then again coffee… she was going full throttle. It is therefore just fitting that during a celebration dinner at a 
steak house here in DC last Friday evening my darling gorgeous mum decided to leave us all. She finished her super 
well prepared steak, sat back in her chair and told me how fabulous it was and in a split second she was hit hard by a 
catastrophic stroke which left her with severe brain damage and in a coma.  
 
I would have loved to phone each and everyone of you who are so near and dear to her and tell you how much you 
meant to her, and I know as I had to listen to her! She valued you all, she loved everyone, she loved her life and she 
loved who she became. My mum found her peace in the end.”  
 
We, her friends, will keep her in our hearts with fond memories. Whenever we painted together as a group and we 
were too quiet or serious, Leonora would say, “Come on guys! I can see steam coming out of your ears.” She spoilt 
the painting group with cake and wine and her company was always fun.  
 

In the interest of transparency, the committee wish to inform the members that an executive decision was made to 
waive their hanging fees as a token acknowledge of appreciation for all that they do on a voluntary basis and this will 
help go towards their personal expenses such as fuel and time and effort spent running the society, use of own 
equipment, paper, transport and storage of stands and easels…need we go on. This should have been implemented 
years ago and forms common practice for most other art societies. Please volunteer to become a committee 
member for 2021 if you wish to be part of the decision making process. 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 


